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Updated COVID-19 vaccines now available at UTSW
retail pharmacies

Eligible UT Southwestern employees, students, and patients can now receive the
updated 2025-26 COVID-19 vaccine at UTSW retail pharmacies. The cost of the
vaccine is covered by UT Select plans.

Recommendations

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) panel, following
guidelines from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), issued its latest
recommendations on Sept. 19 to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) regarding the COVID-19 vaccine. You can read the recommendations from
ACIP on the Department of Health and Human Services website.

UT Southwestern is providing COVID-19 vaccinations to the following UTSW
patients who fit the criteria of these revised guidelines:

e Patients who are aged 65 and above.
¢ Patients between the ages of 12 and 64 with at least one comorbidity listed on
the CDC website.

UTSW COVID-19 vaccine policy

The COVID-19 vaccine is optional, including for those who work in our hospitals and
ambulatory clinics. If you have any questions or concerns about receiving the
vaccine, we encourage you to discuss those with your personal provider or
pharmacist.

Scheduling

If you would like to receive the vaccine through UTSW, appointments are required
and can be scheduled via MyChart.

UT Southwestern will carry the Comirnaty (Pfizer) and Spikevax (Moderna) COVID-
19 vaccines that target the circulating LP.8.1 variant.

Please be prepared with this information:
e The date of your most recent COVID-19 vaccine dose.
¢ Preference of vaccine (Comirnaty or Spikevax).
e Your prescription benefit insurance information.

Your role in digital accessibility

Last week, the campus community received an email from Holly Crawford, M.B.A.,
Executive Vice President for Business Affairs, on the topic of digital accessibility. We
want to reiterate some highlights from her message, which you can read in full on
Campus Updates.

UT Southwestern is actively preparing to meet updated federal accessibility
standards. Under Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), all digital
content — including websites, mobile applications, and electronic documents —
must comply with the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.1 Levels A
and AA.

This rule requires UT Southwestern to ensure accessibility by April 24, 2026.

In addition to being a requirement, this initiative enables everyone to fully engage
with our digital content effectively. Whether someone uses a screen reader,
navigates with a keyboard, or needs clearer content layout, accessibility affects
people every day.

Because this is a shared responsibility among everyone at UT Southwestern, you
are encouraged to register to attend one of the one-hour Digital Accessibility 101
training sessions listed in Ms. Crawford’s message, where you’ll also find links to
additional resources, including UTSW'’s Digital Accessibility website.

Digital accessibility compliance and training

Game on: Time for the Adaptive Sports Expo

Looking for something fun and inspiring to do this weekend?

Then come out to the 2025 Adaptive Sports Expo, hosted by the Dallas-Fort Worth
Adaptive Sports Commission in partnership with UT Southwestern’s Department of
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation (PM&R) within the Peter O’'Donnell Jr. Brain
Institute.

The free event will showcase a variety of sports, recreational, fitness, and wellness
activities available to individuals with impairments and disabilities.

Attendees can learn about and try different adaptive sports and get connected to
helpful resources and organizations. For a flavor of the event, check out this
Facebook post for some photos from last year’s expo.

It's happening this Saturday, Oct. 11, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Maverick
Activities Center on the UT Arlington campus.

Questions? Please email adaptivesports@utsouthwestern.edu.

Let’s get active

PeopleSoft security changes coming Oct. 10

UT Southwestern PeopleSoft users will notice a new login interface beginning Oct.
10, featuring the familiar UTSW single sign-on screen. This will provide improved
data security and access management.

Once logged in, sensitive data such as Social Security number, date of birth, and
banking information will be hidden from view to protect user privacy when accessing
in the presence of others. However, users can see their hidden information simply
by clicking on the hidden fields. (Viewing protected staff data will require obtaining
proper access-level permissions from an administrator.) Additionally, multifactor
authentication via Duo will be required to view and edit payroll information,
regardless of location.

If you have questions, please contact the Service Desk at 214-648-7600.
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National Cricket League comes to Dallas: Score free
tickets

The National Cricket League (NCL) is coming to town, and UT Southwestern is
proud to be the Official Health Care Partner! NCL USA’s second annual Sixty Strikes
Tournament is Oct. 3-13 at UT Dallas, and to celebrate our partnership, we have
tickets to each game.

Be one of the first 50 people to use the code RSNCL25 with the link below to
claim your tickets at no cost.

And if you head to a match, be sure to tag @utswmedcenter on Instagram in your

posts and you could be featured on our social media accounts!

Questions? Contact the Brand team.

Get your free tickets today

Two new works of art transform Seldin Plaza

What do a gravity-defying tree of bronze and a burst of urban abstraction have in
common?

They’re the latest additions to UT Southwestern’s evolving outdoor sculpture garden,
a visionary project that’s turning Seldin Plaza into a haven for reflection, curiosity,
and creativity. Thanks to the continued generosity of Nobel Laureate Joseph L.
Goldstein, M.D., Chair of Molecular Genetics, two striking new pieces by
internationally acclaimed artists have joined the collection.

But these aren’t just sculptures - they’re stories waiting to be discovered. Learn
more about the works and the artists who brought them to life, by clicking on the

Explore the artwork

button below.
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Fiesta on the Plaza

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Oct. 8

McDermott Plaza, South Campus

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month with an afternoon of vibrant music, dance, and
delicious food at Fiesta on the Plaza. Enjoy tacos, pupusas, pan dulce, aguas frescas,
paletas, and more. Food tickets will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis.
There will also be a cultural performance by Mariachi Arraigo de America. The event is
hosted by the Office for Institutional Opportunity.

Explore the event details

State Employee Charitable Campaign pop-up event!
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Oct. 9
Simmons Cancer Care Outpatient Building (NM), third-floor cafeteria area

Mingle with colleagues and SECC representatives as you support those in need by
participating in the campaign, which runs through Oct. 31. You’ll be able to get help with
making your donation and collect some swag. Plus, Tia, the Simmons Cancer Center’s

beloved therapy dog, will be in attendance for pets and snuggles!

Get the details

UTSW Events Calendar

Looking for your daily dose of happenings?

The UTSW Events Calendar is updated every day.

Click to view upcoming or trending events

Share your Insider suggestions by sending them to utswinsider@utsouthwestern.edu.

Looking for an item in a past edition of this newsletter? Check out our Insider archive.

This is an internal email and not intended for external distribution. Please do not forward.

© 2025 UT Southwestern Medical Center. All rights reserved. UTSW Insider is a publication of
Communications, Marketing, and Public Affairs (CMPA) at UT Southwestern Medical Center.
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